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Collection and Field Research of Overseas Chinese
Historical Materials

YUAN Ding
(Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275)

Abstract:

Besides the common Chinese newspapers and publications of overseas Chinese associations, there are

There are many kinds of historical materials of overseas Chinese preserved overseas.

also official government archives, private documents, historical materials of overseas Chinese associa-
tions, as well as materials collected by museums and libraries. As far as the historical value is con-
cerned, the historical materials of overseas Chinese associations are rich mines of relevant historical
materials. These documents and historical materials, such as membership registration, correspondence
accounts, minutes of meetings, records of rituals and external exchanges, records of affiliated institu-
tions (such as real estate, schools, hospitals, cemeteries, temples, nursing homes, etc.), are truly
valuable because they record in detail the activities of various overseas Chinese associations (includ-
ing secret societies), membership composition, content of activities, elections and changes of leader-
ship, including the source and destination of the internal funds of the community (such as industry
dues and donations) since the Qing Dynasty. Government archives usually include relevant govern-
ment laws and regulations, administrative announcements, demographics, business investigations, court
cases, correspondence between overseas Chinese and local governments, as well as various types of in-
formation collected by local governments on overseas Chinese, and discussions within the government
on various matters of overseas Chinese, etc. Because of the authority of the government, its historical
materials are of high value and are often the key arguments for the interpretation of history, so they
are very valuable firsti~hand references among overseas Chinese historical materials. The private docu-
ments of overseas Chinese, which include letters, account books, genealogical records, original com-
mercial documents, various types of national debt, “confession paper”, various types of certificates
and so on, can be cross—checked with government archives and documents of overseas Chinese associ-
ations to expand relevant research fields.

Key words:

history of overseas Chinese; government archives; documents of overseas Chinese as-

sociations; private documents
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