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Refugees or Border Residents? A Study on the Status of
War Influx on Sino—Myanmar Border

ZHOU Xin

Abstract In recent years several large—scale military conflicts in Myanmar represented by "Kokang incident"
made a large number of Burmese influx into Yunnan China. However for the war influx should they be regarded
as refugees or border residents? Western media and Chinese official discourse system give them different status. This
paper analyzes the basis for the international community to define the war influx as refugees. Otherwise China only
determines the war influx into the border residents due to the lack of practical conditions border status
determination “Regional Determinism” and the request of international situation. In reality considering the refugee
status determination China does not have the subjective and objective conditions to define them as refugees due to
institutional political and social factors but can only identify them as border residents.
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