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Impact of Non-Agricultural Employment on Income of Rural
Reservoir Immigrants: Evidence from 1 246
Households in the Western Region
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Abstract: To study the effect of non-agricultural employment on the income increase of reservoir immigrants
is an objective demand in building a well-off society in an all-tound way.It provides practical evidence for the
implementation policies on rural land reform and precision poverty alleviation in China.The data of 1 246 house—
holds in 12 provinces in the western part of China show that rural reservoir immigrants have low per capita house—
hold income unbalanced agricultural income and relatively low non-agricultural income.The OLS and quantile
regression comparison studies have verified that the non-agricultural employment is more effective than agricul-
tural cultivation in raising the income of migrant families.Meanwhile it is found that the offfarm employment has
different effects on increasing household income for classes of different income.The government should not only
pay attention to the improvement of supporting policies but also encourage and guide poor farmers to engage in
non-agricultural employment and broaden their sources of income.
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