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Revisiting the Formation of Chinese Immigrant Society in Japan
Ren Na and Chen Yande

Abstract; As a different type from that in Southeast Asia and Europe, the Chinese immigrant community in Japan
suffered more during its history of formation.In the Tang dynasty a loose Chinese immigrant community in Japan had
come into being.Until the Song dynasty the community had evolved into a stable community with inner social links.
However,its development reached its lowest point during the Yuan dynasty.By the late Ming dynasty, the process of
socialization of Chinese immigrants in Japan was completed. The triangular business network between China, Southeast
Asia and Japan during the mid-17"™ century had a great impact on Chinese immigration to Japan.In the period of the
Tokugawa Shogunate Chinese immigrant society shrank. The inherited cultural relationship between China and Japan,
since the Sui and Tang dynasties,was continuous with the whole history of Chinese immigrant society developments.It
stands out that Chinese immigrants to Japan was more influential on wider Japanese culture.

Keywords: Japan; Chinese immigrant; society



