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The Modern Muslim Immigrants and French Society ;
Integration or Segregation?

Peng Shuyi

Abstract: France is one of the European countries with highest number and
proportion of Muslim immigration, which mainly came from the Maghreb countries of
North Africa. However, for various reasons, Muslim immigrants are having great
difficulties in integrating into the French society. Isolated from the mainstream group
and fallen into the bottom of the society, the Muslim population has caused a series
of negative impacts on the host country in both economic and social fields, and led
to a continuing conflict and tension with the mainstream society. The tension, when
reaching a certain level, will inevitably break out. That’s why the “events of the
Charlie Hebdo” and the terrorist attack occurred in Paris. French government is
trying to deal with the immigration issues by a lot of policy practices, such as
strengthening the immigration control, loosening the so — called assimilation policy,
renovating the subway to where the migrants inhabit. However, since Rome is not
build in one day, there’ re a series of factors which affect this issue from inside and
outside. So a full integration of Muslims into the French society at all levels in order
to eradicate terrorism is no easy task. It needs the common and continuing efforts
from both the host country and the Muslim immigrants.

Key Words: Immigrants; Muslim Immigrants; Refugee; North Africa; France
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