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Abstract: The wave of Irish and German immigrants in the mid—19th century, particularly between 1845 and 1854, was the first ma-
jor wave of immigration in American history. The economic and religious persecution in Britain, as well as the poverty caused by famine,
were the main reasons for Irish immigration during this period, the scarcity of land and the intensification of human—land conflicts were the
main reasons for German immigration, and poverty was the biggest characteristic of these immigrants. Due to issues such as poverty and

faith, these immigrants were not accepted, triggering a series of chain reactions and exclusivism reached its first peak at this time and had a

profound impact on the political landscape of the United States.
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