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Abstract: This paper discusses the Nationalist Government’s post—war diplomacy to protect the overseas
Chinese. After WWII, the Indonesian War of Independence broke out in the Dutch East Indies, followed by
a massacre of Chinese in Wendeng, which together caused severe losses to the Chinese community there. In
order to protect the despairing Chinese, the Nationalist Government managed to involve other parties such as
America, Britain and Australia to intervene in this troubled region, as China had not yet established a
diplomatic relationship with the local authorities. Unfortunately, all attempts proved a failure. Thereafter,
the Nationalist Government deployed a delegation to the Dutch East Indies. Led by Li Dijun, the Chinese
delegation had a series of negotiations with the Dutch colonial authorities and leaders of the Republic of
Indonesia, which thankfully eventuated in multiple measures to put the Chinese under protection. The
research discloses the complexity of overseas Chinese affairs that the Nationalist Government had to deal

with after WWIL. It also reveals China’s difficult position under the restructured world order of a new era.
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