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Images of China and Overseas Chinese in German Films
—— An Analysis of Three German Feature Films
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( Department of German, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China )
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Abstract: Based on the research of three German feature films exploring the lives and stories of overseas
Chinese, this study analyzes the film contents and the connections between these films and German
media’s reporting on China, and also the Chinese elements of culture in the films and stereotypes about
China and overseas Chinese held by Germanies. The analysis shows that the films had been set in frames
related to the themes of China and overseas Chinese before they were produced. Under those frames, the
films combined different views of China and overseas Chinese that were held by the general German public.
These frames include the rise of Chinese economy, stereotyping in Chinese politics, and illegal Chinese
immigrants. The portrayal of images of China and overseas Chinese in German films has a close connection
with German media coverage of China and shares certain similarities with films about overseas Chinese in

other western countries.
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