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[] Asia—Pacific Security and Maritime Affairs No. 4 2025

the extent of Canada’s involvement in the South China Sea issue will be constrained by factors
such as the close economic and trade relations between China and Canada, Canada’s priority
for the Arctic and the North, Canada’s limited naval capabilities, and potential contradictions
between the U.S. and Canada in the Trump administration2.0. Consequently, its impact re-
mains limited. China should continue to deepen practical cooperation with Canada in areas
such as trade and economics to mitigate and eliminate the negative effects arising from
Canada’s South China Sea policy.

Keywords: Canada’s Indo—Pacific Strategy; South China Sea policy; internationalization of
the South China Sea issue; China—Canada relations; China—U. S.relations

The Ubiquity of Borders; The Application of Biometric Technology in U. S. Immigra-
tion Governance and Its Impact /Fu Qinwen / 88

In recent years, the application of biometric technology has become increasingly critical
in global immigration governance. It not only enhances the efficiency of national immigration
and border governance but also plays a positive role in combating criminal activities and pre-
venting terrorism. However, the embedded application of this technology in the field of
immigration governance has also given rise to numerous new challenges. Through an in-depth
analysis of U.S. practices, it can be observed that immigration data governance, represented
by the application of biometric technology, has both achievements and risks in terms of legal
frameworks, application models, and risk management. While the integration of biometric
technology into immigration and border governance systems provides a certain degree of
flexibility to relevant policies and laws, it also increases risks to immigrant privacy and data
security, and may even become a key factor in global strategic competition, threatening the
security of other countries. China needs to plan ahead, closely monitor international
practices, and advance global immigration data governance to ensure that the use of this
technology in immigration and border governance is reasonable and appropriate. At the same
time, it is essential to strengthen legal and regulatory frameworks, adhere to the principles of
transparency and accountability in the collection and processing of immigration biometric
data, and ensure that China promotes safe, orderly, and normal immigration while better
safeguarding national security.
Keywords: immigration data; biometric technology; border governance; global migration
governance ; data security

The Impact of Sino-U. S. Strategic Competition on South Korea’s “Hedging” Strategy
/Wang Xiaoling / 106

The strategic competition between China and the U.S. has an impact on South Korea’s
“hedging” strategy. The ideological divides between conservatives and progressives have
emerged over this “hedging” strategy. The conservative side (eg. the former Yoon Suk-yeol
Administration) advocates “values diplomacy” , showing a move toward “de-hedging”. The
progressive side, grounded in nationalist and realist perspectives, condemns “values diplo-
macy” for undermining national interests. This ideological rift on diplomacy results in a com-
petition of China-related discourse: the conservative side promotes negative discourse on
China, claiming that the progressive side is “pro—China and pro-communist” , while the
progressive side calls for a rational view of China—South Korea relations based on national
interests. The surveys reveal that the diplomatic ideology of the South Korean public is closer
to that of the progressive side, but emotionally they are “pro—U.S. and distance China”. In
the future, South Korea’s foreign policy is poised to oscillate between “hedging” and
“de-hedging” as the progressive and conservative parties alternate in power. The conservative
side will continue to incite negative discourse on China, indirectly pushing South Korea’s di-
plomacy toward “de-hedging”. For China—South Korea relations, fostering South Korean
public understanding of a real China and rational view on China—South Korea relations has
become an urgent priority.
Keywords: China—South Korea relations; “hedging” strategy; two-party political polariza-
tion; China-related discourse; public opinion tendency
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