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A Demographic Sociological Analysis of Foreigners and Hong Kong,

Macao and Taiwan Residents in Mainland China

SONG Quan-cheng
(The Institute of Migration Studies, School of Philosophy and Social Development,
Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: China’s sixth national population census shows that foreigners and Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan residents in Mainland China have reached 1,020,000, with a greater percentage of young
people. Nationalities of the foreigners in Mainland China cover most countries in all the five conti-
nents. Foreigners and Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan residents come to Mainland China mainly for
four reasons: doing business, finding employment, study and settlement. Overall, the educational
level of these people is not very high. They mainly live in the more developed eastern region. Two-
thirds of them have a long-term residence permit for one year or more. No doubt, China has become
one of the countries that are attractive to international migrants.

Key words: immigrant; foreigners; Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan residents; natural structure;

social structure; demographic sociology
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