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Abstract: China and Vietnam, two neighbors sharing a same race and language, had frequent cultural
and economic exchanges in history, so a large number of overseas Chinese records are left in ancient
Vietnamese documents. Given that times and places varied, there have been many misunderstandings of
different appellations applied to the Chinese in Vietnam. Through a statistical analysis of terms for Chinese
people in Vietnamese historical documents, we identify some rules and specify the meaning of some terms.
First of all, Ngudi Puong. Bic Khach ete. referred to the Chinese living in Vietnam. Next, Ngudi Song,
Ngudi Thanh, Ngudi Bic, Ngudi Quang Dong, etc. were named after Chinese dynasties and localities.
Thirdly, there were other specific terms such as Ngudi Tau and Ngudi Minh Huong. Tt is important to
point out that terms such as Ngudi Bic, Dan Hén, and Dan Hoa in certain contexts actually referred to
Vietnamese people rather than the Chinese in Vietnam. Clarifying the Chinese appellation in Vietnamese

literature is a foundation for studying the Chinese overseas. It is also of great value to understand the
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community ecology of the Chinese in Vietnam and to appreciate their contribution to local developments.
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