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Political Changes in the Yinshan Area of the
Ming Dynasty and Agricultural Development of Immigrants

LIU Xiao-dong
(School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; The Ming Dynasty was an important stage of agricultural development in Yinshan area. In the early Ming Dy-
nasty, the military garrison system was implemented in Yinshan area and villages were set up, which became an important begin-
ning for inland people to enter Yinshan area in Ming Dynasty. In the middle of Ming Dynasty, Shanxi—Shaanxi border residents,
border town soldiers and White Lotus religion followers and other inland people kept entering Fengzhoutan and other places in
Yinshan area for agricultural cultivation, which promoted the agricultural development of the Yinshan area. After the peace talks
and tributary trade of Longqing, agricultural production in Yinshan area developed further. The population migration caused by the
political changes in Yinshan area in Ming Dynasty was an important driving force for agricultural development. The influx of immi-
grants further promoted the development of agricultural production in Yinshan area. The expansion of migrant population and the
deepening of agricultural development in the Yinshan area interact with each other, laying the foundation for the development of
agricultural production in the Yinshan area.

Key words: Yinshan area; population migration; agricultural development; Ming Dynasty
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