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Abstract

From Chinese Immigrants to Look at the Transmission and
Development of Overseas Chinese Dialects

CHEN Xiaojin ZHANG Ce

Abstract : Since the 1980s, the academic community has noticed the proposition that immigrants
affect language communication. As the largest immigrant group in the world, the flow of Chinese
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immigrants has laid the global distribution pattern of Chinese dialects and played a key role in the spread
and development of Chinese. However, the existing research rarely discusses the spread and development
of overseas Chinese dialects from the perspective of Chinese immigrants. In particular, there is a lack of
systematic research on how Chinese immigrants promote the formation of overseas Chinese dialect
communities and how they affect the competitiveness of overseas Chinese dialects and their inheritance
and development.

Based on the first-hand materials obtained from overseas fieldwork over the years, this paper
comprehensively sorts out the internal relationship between Chinese immigrants and the spread and
development of overseas Chinese dialects, and examines the competitiveness of Chinese dialects in
overseas Chinese communities. The study found that the “immigration in batch mode” and “immigration
in scattered type” in different periods jointly promoted the formation of new and old overseas Chinese
communities on five continents in modern and contemporary times, and then created three different
competitive types of overseas Chinese dialects in the Chinese community, namely, “one-of-a-kind”,
“evenly matched”, and “wane and wax”. In addition, this paper also makes a brief analysis of the
mother tongue characteristics of the new immigrant groups in the new era, and points out that after the
new immigrants of “no dialect” enter the traditional overseas Chinese community, they gradually change
the current situation of the Chinese dialect cultural landscape in the old Chinese community. Based on
this, some suggestions are put forward to stimulate the vitality of overseas Chinese dialects and save
endangered overseas Chinese dialects.

Compared with previous studies, this paper makes a deep expansion from the following two aspects;
First, from the perspective of Chinese immigrants, this paper analyzes the competitiveness of Chinese
dialects within overseas Chinese communities, and puts forward three development types of overseas
Chinese dialects based on facts. Second, based on the language status of the overseas Chinese
community, further explore the inheritance and development of overseas Chinese dialects.

The research of this paper reflects the linguistic and cultural landscape of overseas Chinese
community to a certain extent. Generally speaking, the Chinese dialect and culture of overseas Chinese
communities have become a form of multiculturalism in the host countries, and it is also the most direct
and important window for non-Chinese groups to understand China. In China’s efforts to enhance the
global influence of Chinese culture, we should realize that the Chinese dialect and culture of overseas
Chinese communities are forces that cannot be underestimated. In the context of the new era,
strengthening the power of overseas Chinese dialect communities can effectively improve the influence of
Chinese culture’s external communication, and thus better serve the country’s strategic development. At
the same time, it can also achieve the purpose of protecting and inheriting overseas Chinese dialects and
cultures, and realize the diversified development and continuation of Chinese culture.

Key Words:: Overseas Chinese dialects; Chinese; immigration methods; transmission; development
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