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A research on migrating patterns of over ssasChinese
and the character istics of these ethnic groups

CHEN Xiu-rong

(Institute of Geography, Chinese A cademy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Therewasa longmigration history of overseasChinese T he largest scale of the
m igration appeared in the last hundred years A t present the population of ethnic Chinese
amounted to over 30, 000 thousand Ethnic Chinese have exerted mportant mpactson -
cial and econom ic development of many countries and regions Thispaper briefly revien s
them igration history of overseas Chinesew hich emigrated in different patterns, analyzes
its distribution pattern in theworld and how it came into being On the basisof revealing
the mportant contribution of ethnic Chinese to the local resources exploitation, economic
development, social progress and national independence, research on the follow ing agpects
of the ethnic Chinesew as done: their Chinese national consciousness, cultural attribute,
traditional social structure, their political, racial and cultural identification, their distinc-
tive characteristics in different regions and different patterns of degrees to w hich ethnic
Chinese integrated them selves into themainstrean of local ociety. The paper anphasizes
that at present the position and the role of ethnic Chinese in different regions should be
deeply understood, in the process of China’ s vitalization, the Chinese government should
highly appreciate the ability of these ethnic groups
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