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Land Acquisition and Spatial Identity of Rural Chinese Immigrant Groups:

A Case Study of Group D in Haiyuan County

YANG Wenbi
(School of Ethnology and Historiography, Ningxia University, Yinchuan, Ningxia 750021)

Abstract: Since ancient times, China has been an agricultural country where land is not only the basic means of subsistence for
farmers but also a symbol of capital that embodies the legitimacy of their spatial identity. In history in the rural Chinese society
where leaving one’s hometown was a kind of normal phenomenon, the immigrant groups’ acquisition of land had always been the pri-
ority for settling in a new space, which also became their basic survival logic in space integration.

The Group D in Haiyuan County of Ningxia province as an immigrant group in history, has actively sought land resources dur-
ing their integration process. Their land acquisition has not only involved proactive individual strategies but also the redistribution of
land resources brought about by social changes. Meanwhile, their acquisition of land has facilitated the historical transition of their
identity from “guests’ to “hosts,” endowing them with a sense of local identity on both the recognized and self-recognized levels.

Keywords: land resources, immigrant groups, group D
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