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A Study of the Cultural Identity of New Immigrants in Beijing

Lu Yanming
(School of Marxism, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen, Guangdong, China 518060)

Abstract: Since the economic reform and opening—up to the outside world, Beijing's rapid development has attracted
a large number of new immigrants. According to the type of work they performed, new immigrants in Beijing can be
divided into intellectual immigrants, labor immigrants and business immigrants. These new immigrants face many
problems in their development. First of all, the strict household registration system makes it difficult for immigrants to
settle in Beijing, which makes it very difficult for them to create a sense of identity. Secondly, immigrants do not enjoy
the same benefits as Beijing citizens in many aspects, which in turn affects their psychological identity. Once again, in
terms of values identity, new immigrants face problems such as unclear career goals and the difficulty of rationalizing
the relationship between personal values and social values. These problems faced by new immigrants ultimately affect
their sense of cultural identity with Beijing. In response to the cultural identity of new immigrants, the author believes
that it can be resolved from the three aspects: strengthening the economic security, improving institutional security
and providing spiritual security.

Key words: Beijing, new immigrants, cultural identity
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