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Abstract: Using the declassified documents of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China and White paper
and Foreign Affairs Record compiled by Indian Ministry of External Affairs and other documents, this
paper explores the real intention of arresting and interning overseas Chinese after the border war. It also
studies the specific process of the Chinese government’s rescue to the interned overseas Chinese. In the
1962 Sino-Indian border war, more than 3000 officers and soldiers of the Indian army were captured,
but no Chinese prisoners. Under the double action of international aid and domestic pressure, in order to
preserve the decency, dignity and self-respect of the state and obtain the so—called prisoners’ reciprocal

treatment, a long time after China took the initiative to cease fire and withdraw its troops, Indian authorities
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arrested and interned thousands of innocent overseas Chinese as hostages in an attempt to demonstrate its
strong stance to calm domestic discontent. Chinese government attached great importance to the actions
of the Indian authorities. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Embassy of China in India, the Overseas
Chinese Affairs Committee, the Ministry of Transport and other departments had made unremitting efforts
to rescue the interned overseas Chinese through difficult negotiations with India, and finally returned some
of the interned overseas Chinese. However, Chinese government’s efforts were hampered by the Indian
authorities’ insistence on the repatriation of interned overseas Chinese in accordance with the number,

location and personnel determined by them.
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