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Liang Qichao’s Overseas Chinese Nationality Study
and the National Criticism

in the “May 4th Movement” Period
CHEN Xu - shi
( College of Science and Technology Ningbo University Ningbo 315211 Zhejiang China)
Abstract: Liang Qichao was the first important intellectual. Based on the concept of “marine state” Liang studied overseas
Chinese in Japan the United States and the South Sea and explored their national characters. He agreed with the national
character of inland China to some extent but he criticized it more. He advocated the remedy of the defects of Chinese nationality
by the adventurousness aggressiveness and free civility of Western maritime countries. The intellectuals in the “May 4th Move—
ment” period transcended the concept of “ocean state” but they developed Liang’ s thought in a paranoid way. The national
trend of thought evolved into full criticism of Chinese nationality. The root of national inferiority for which the agricultural civili—
zation in mainland China was blamed. Compared with Liang Qichao these people strengthened the efforts in attacking Chinese
tradition and introducing Western cultural spirit hoping to completely transform the national character of Chinese people.
Key words: Liang Qichao; overseas Chinese nationality research; critical thinking of nationality; the concept of “marine

state”
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