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Overseas Chinese and the Exploitation

of the South China Sea Resources in Modern Times

LIU Yong-lian LIU Xu

(Institute of Sino—foreign Relations Research Jinan University Guangzhou 510632 Guangdong)

Abstract: Overseas Chinese are one of the most maritime—conscious social groups of the Chinese nation. Influenced by
the preferential treatment and reward policy of modern Chinese government overseas Chinese took the lead in the development
of Dongsha and Xisha Islands among which Chen Wulie He Ruinian Feng De’ an and Zhou Miaofu were the typical. The
activities of the above—mentioned characters can prove that overseas Chinese have made certain contributions to the develop—
ment of maritime areas and have had an important impact on the historical development of the South China Sea. Under the
current situation that all countries in the South China Sea are actively seeking cooperation we should attach importance to the
special role of overseas Chinese.
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