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Chinese Laborers Going to Panama to Build Railway
and Canal in the Late Qing Dynasty

Zhuang Yan Wang Yuanlin

Guangzhou University Guangzhou China 51006
Abstract Since the mid-19th century due to the need to build railway and canal Panama has transported a large number of
cheap and strong men to Panama from southeast coast in China. The overseas Chinese in Panama have made great sacrifices and contri—
butions to the economic and social development of Panama. In the early days Panama discriminated and expelled the Chinese people
and the wave of anti—Chinese was intensified because of the government’s participation.The Qing government’s attitude towards pro—
tecting the overseas Chinese in Panama became more and more positive. It improved the living environment of overseas Chinese through
diplomatic consultation and setting up consulates.

Key words the Late Qing Dynasty Panama Chinese Laborers Overseas Chinese
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