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Abstract Based on a review of the refugee policies of 18 right-wing parties and 26
extreme right-wing parties from 11 EU countries this paper looks into the role the refugee
policies have played in the election of the right-wing parties in Europe hoping to provide an
explanation for the collective rise of the right-wing parties in Europe in recent years. As the
influx of refugees has increased social burden and sense of insecurity in Europe the mainstream
political parties have taken a sluggish attitude in addressing the refugee issue and the policies to
integrate these refugees have produced limited results the right-wing political parties have
taken full advantages of public discontent to influence the election results by emphasizing their
tighter refugee policies. As analysis shows refugee policies have an important impact on

gaining votes for the right-wing political parties.
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