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The Identity and Integration Function of Religion to
Chinese American Immigrants

—Survey Notes on Evangelical Chinese Church of Salem, Oregon
LI Chongxin
( College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nanjing University of Science & Technology, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210094)

Abstract: This article is a case study report on a one — year observation and inspection to the local Evangelical Chinese Church
of Salem, Oregon, during the author’s study as a visiting scholar in U. S. Through observations of and reflections on the struc—
tures and functions of local Chinese churches, the author holds that Chinese Church, besides the spiritual home of American Chi-
nese immigrants to worship God, also serves as an important spiritual bond to reconstruct identity and belonging among Chinese
immigrant communities, especially for immigrants from Taiwan, Hong Kong and Mainland China. Meanwhile Chinese Church
plays an important and active role in helping increase Chinese immigrants’ community status and social influence in the White —
dominated American mainstream culture.

Key words: Chinese American immigrants; Chinese churches; social work




